BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

8.  $50,000 for a Girls' Dormitory.

9.  An addition to our Endowment Fund of at least
$3,000,000.

A few months later, as he lay dying in a New York
hospital, the following letter was received for him at
Tuskegee. It was at once forwarded and passed him on
his last journey to his home in the South. He never saw
it. The donor, a Northern friend who withholds his name,
has renewed the offer to the Trustees and they have ac-
cepted it.

November 8, 1915.

Dr. Booker T. Washington, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama,
DEAR MR. WASHINGTON: I have read your annual
report and also your treasurer's report, and make you the
following proposition: If you will raise enough money to
pay all of your debts up to May I, 1916, and add two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to your endowment
fund, I will give you the sum of two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars for your building fund, to be used in
building the items such as Nos. 4, 6, 7, 8, and the " Barnes,
etc.," mentioned under the head of "Special Needs," and
for objects of similar character. The above does not
include item No. 5, "Building for religious purposes/*
as I am not interested in that sort of work. I shall be
glad to know whether this proposition interests you.

Yours very truly,

The interest of this giver was first aroused by his reading
"Up from Slavery" when it appeared in book form in
1901. As soon as he had read the book he sent Dr. Wash-
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